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About Notario Fraud

Notarios are individuals who represent themselves as qualified to offer legal advice or

services concerning immigration or other matters of law, who have no such

qualification, routinely victimize members of immigration communities. Such

representations can include false statements that

Misrepresentations as to an individual's qualification to offer legal advice can have

severe implications for immigrants.  In many cases the work performed by such

individuals results in missed deadlines, the filing of incorrect or incomplete forms, or

the filing of false claims with the government.  As a result of the advice or actions of

such individuals an immigrant can miss opportunities to obtain legal residency, can

The individual is an attorney, or abogado;

The individual is authorized to represent immigrants before the United

States Citizenship and Immigration Service ("USCIS"), or before immigration

courts;

The individual is qualified to assist in preparing a will, corporate document
or other legal paperwork;

The individual is a legal assistant;

The individual has a court license; or

The individual is a notario publico. 
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be unnecessarily deported, or can be subject to civil and/or criminal liability for the

filing of false claims. In addition, immigrants often spend hundreds, thousands, or

tens of thousands of dollars in payment for what they believe are the services of a

licensed attorney.    

The term "notario publico" is particularly problematic in that it creates a unique
opportunity for deception.  The literal translation of "notario publico" is "notary

public."  While a notary public in the United States is authorized only to witness the

signature of forms, a notary public in many Latin American (and European) countries

refers to an individual who has received the equivalent of a law license and who is

authorized to represent others before the government. 

The problem arises when individuals obtain a notary public license in the United

States, and use that license to substantiate representations that they are a "notario

publico" to immigrant populations that ascribe a vastly different meaning to the

term. 

Example of Notario advertising

Photo by JoNel Newman

20/03/2026, 08:35 About Notario Fraud

https://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_interest/immigration/projects_initiatives/fightnotariofraud/about_notario_fraud/ 2/3



ABA Resources

ABA Journal

Council-Approved Law Schools

Law School Accreditation

Bar Leadership

Legal Resources for the Public

ABA Career Center

Model Rules of Professional Conduct

The ABA

About the ABA

Work at the ABA

ABA Member Benefits

Office of the President

ABA Newsroom

Connect

Contact Us

Contact Media Relations

Web Staff Portal

    

Terms of Use Code of Conduct Privacy Policy

Copyright & IP Policy State Disclosures Advertising & Sponsorship

Cookies Settings

© 2026 American Bar Association, all rights reserved.

 C

® ®

20/03/2026, 08:35 About Notario Fraud

https://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_interest/immigration/projects_initiatives/fightnotariofraud/about_notario_fraud/ 3/3

https://use2.smartadserver.com/click?imgid=41771140&insid=13160017&pgid=1147471&fmtid=84362&ckid=7126568973706916496&uii=2181376294487369635&acd=1774006541504&tmstp=8017799464&tgt=publishing_entity%3dCC%2fCC110000%3btopics%3dIMMIGRATION%2fIMMIGRATION%3burl%3d%2fgroups%2fpublic_interest%2fimmigration%2fprojects_initiatives%2ffightnotariofraud%2fabout_notario_fraud%2f%3blevel1%3dgroups%3blevel2%3dpublic_interest%3blevel3%3dimmigration%3blevel4%3dprojects_initiatives%3blevel5%3dfightnotariofraud%3blevel6%3dabout_notario_fraud%3b%24dt%3d1t%3b%24hc&systgt=%24qc%3d0%3b%24ql%3dUnknown%3b%24qpc%3d01000%3b%24qpc%3d01*%3b%24qpc%3d010*%3b%24qpc%3d0100*%3b%24qpc%3d01000*%3b%24qt%3d7_1993_11382t%3b%24dma%3d0%3b%24qo%3d8%3b%24b%3d17999%3b%24o%3d11100%3b%24sw%3d1280%3b%24sh%3d768&envtype=0&imptype=0&gdpr=0&pgDomain=https%3a%2f%2fwww.americanbar.org%2fgroups%2fpublic_interest%2fimmigration%2fprojects_initiatives%2ffightnotariofraud%2fabout_notario_fraud%2f&cappid=7126568973706916496&scriptid=99340&opid=4643eb88-bd3e-409c-9ddd-29219f40f86e&opdt=1774006541504&bldv=17361&srcfn=diff&reqid=2cdd0a27-495e-4dd4-b678-11d2d1aa7314&reqdt=1774006541509&oppid=4643eb88-bd3e-409c-9ddd-29219f40f86e&eqs=ce754f7bc5e5dce4a05476d5ca21d8885254ad0e&go=https%3a%2f%2fwww.americanbar.org%2fmembership%2faba_advantage_discounts%2flenscrafters%2f%3flogin
https://use2.smartadserver.com/click?imgid=41771140&insid=13160017&pgid=1147471&fmtid=84362&ckid=7126568973706916496&uii=2181376294487369635&acd=1774006541504&tmstp=8017799464&tgt=publishing_entity%3dCC%2fCC110000%3btopics%3dIMMIGRATION%2fIMMIGRATION%3burl%3d%2fgroups%2fpublic_interest%2fimmigration%2fprojects_initiatives%2ffightnotariofraud%2fabout_notario_fraud%2f%3blevel1%3dgroups%3blevel2%3dpublic_interest%3blevel3%3dimmigration%3blevel4%3dprojects_initiatives%3blevel5%3dfightnotariofraud%3blevel6%3dabout_notario_fraud%3b%24dt%3d1t%3b%24hc&systgt=%24qc%3d0%3b%24ql%3dUnknown%3b%24qpc%3d01000%3b%24qpc%3d01*%3b%24qpc%3d010*%3b%24qpc%3d0100*%3b%24qpc%3d01000*%3b%24qt%3d7_1993_11382t%3b%24dma%3d0%3b%24qo%3d8%3b%24b%3d17999%3b%24o%3d11100%3b%24sw%3d1280%3b%24sh%3d768&envtype=0&imptype=0&gdpr=0&pgDomain=https%3a%2f%2fwww.americanbar.org%2fgroups%2fpublic_interest%2fimmigration%2fprojects_initiatives%2ffightnotariofraud%2fabout_notario_fraud%2f&cappid=7126568973706916496&scriptid=99340&opid=4643eb88-bd3e-409c-9ddd-29219f40f86e&opdt=1774006541504&bldv=17361&srcfn=diff&reqid=2cdd0a27-495e-4dd4-b678-11d2d1aa7314&reqdt=1774006541509&oppid=4643eb88-bd3e-409c-9ddd-29219f40f86e&eqs=ce754f7bc5e5dce4a05476d5ca21d8885254ad0e&go=https%3a%2f%2fwww.americanbar.org%2fmembership%2faba_advantage_discounts%2flenscrafters%2f%3flogin
http://www.abajournal.com/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/legal_education/accreditation/approved-law-schools
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/legal_education/accreditation
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/bar-leadership
https://www.americanbar.org/about_the_aba/aba_public_resources
https://www.americanbar.org/careercenter
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/professional_responsibility/publications/model_rules_of_professional_conduct
https://www.americanbar.org/about_the_aba/
https://www.americanbar.org/about_the_aba/employment_at_the_aba
https://www.americanbar.org/membership
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/leadership/office_of_the_president
https://www.americanbar.org/news
https://www.americanbar.org/about_the_aba/contact
https://www.americanbar.org/news/contact-media-relations
http://ambar.org/staff
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanBarAssociation/
https://twitter.com/abaesq
https://www.linkedin.com/company/american-bar-association/
https://www.instagram.com/americanbarassociation
https://communities.americanbar.org/
https://www.americanbar.org/content/aba-cms-dotorg/en/about_the_aba/terms
https://www.americanbar.org/content/aba-cms-dotorg/en/about_the_aba/codeofconduct
https://www.americanbar.org/content/aba-cms-dotorg/en/about_the_aba/privacy
https://www.americanbar.org/content/aba-cms-dotorg/en/about_the_aba/copyright
https://www.americanbar.org/content/aba-cms-dotorg/en/groups/departments_offices/fund_justice_education/aba-state-fundraising-disclosures
https://www.americanbar.org/content/aba-cms-dotorg/en/about_the_aba/advertising

	americanbar.org
	About Notario Fraud


